know is what happened next.”

“One of the soldiers woke up quicker than we expected...” The one in
sunglasses started stumbling over his words. “Before we could shackle him...
he grabbed one of our guns and killed his men...just to make sure they
wouldn’t talk. Then he attacked us, and—"

“I executed him.” The young boy in the black overcoat finished the
mafioso’s sentence. Dazai looked at the boy, whose wide eyes glared back.
“Is there a problem?”

“I see... No, there’s no problem.” Staring right into the boy’s eyes, Dazai
continued, “You defeated an unyielding, formidable enemy and protected
your allies, Akutagawa. Good work.”

Dazai began walking toward the boy in the black overcoat, the one he’d
called Akutagawa. “Only your skill can defeat such a powerful enemy in one
hit. Impressive. I wouldn’t expect any less from a subordinate of mine.
Thanks to you, all three of the enemies we captured are dead—enemies I set a
trap for and worked really hard to capture alive. Now we’re back to square
one without a clue. If at least one of them were still living, we could’ve
gotten some valuable information: where their base is, what they want,
what’s their next target, who their leader is, where this leader came from,
what this leader’s skill is... You really did us a favor.”

“Information? I’ll just slice every one of them into pieces until—"

Dazai suddenly punched Akutagawa in the face, preventing him from
finishing his sentence. Akutagawa flew back onto the ground, his head
bouncing off the stone flooring with a thud.

“Perhaps I made it look like I wanted to hear excuses. Sorry for the
misunderstanding,” Dazai said while rubbing his knuckles.

“Urgh...”

Akutagawa moaned. He’d hit his head so hard that he couldn’t even
stagger to his feet.

“Give me your gun,” Dazai ordered one of his men. The subordinate was
hesitant but nonetheless handed over his weapon. Next, Dazai removed the
magazine from the automatic pistol, took out all but three bullets, and then
put the magazine back in. He immediately pointed the gun at Akutagawa,
who was still on the ground.

“I have this friend who’s supporting several orphans all on his own, you
see,” he continued, his weapon still drawn and aimed at the boy.
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